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PREFACE. 














HE Hiftorian of the triumphs of I iterature in- 
curs no danger, at the prefent day, of wanting 
materials for his narrative. Notwithftanding the ap- 
parently adverfe ftate of things, the pens of our 
countrymen are far from idle; and letters, as well as 
commerce, ftruggle with fuccefs again{t the unavoid- 
able difadvantages of general war. For feveral 
months it has been neceffury for us to contraét our 
account of foreign publications, in order to Kee 


pace, in any degree, with thofe of Englifh growth; 


and though among the multitude there cert: tiny are 


many trivial, and many bad performances, which re- 
quire or deferve no honorary notice, yet the propor- 
tion feems to be preferv ed, and we have full as much 


to praife, at the termination of each period, as we 
could in reafon expe&t. Should the return of quiet 
and fecurity, whenever Providence fhall grant thofe 
bleffings, excite proportionable efforts, we fhall indeed 
behold a golden Age of Science ; but this perhaps is 
more than we can reafonably expett; the great dif= 
pofer of events exercifes us with adver fity for our im- 
provement,—“ curis acuit mortaliacorda,”’ and fhould 
we ke ep our energy unbroken in the halcyon days of 
eafe, it may perhaps be owing, in no {mall degree, to 
the flruggle which at once affli€ts our minds, and 
roufes their aétivity. We begin our account, as 
ufual, with that which is the firit, in fome effential 
points of dignity and value, 
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DIVINITY. 


In this branch, two important works which were 
briefly mentioned in our laft Preface, demand alfo to 
be noticed here. Thefe are, Dr. Macknight’s Tranfla- 
tion of the Apvoftole Fpifties*, and the compilation en- 
titled the Sholay armedt. Our critical account of 
thele has now been concluded, and of the former, we 
are enabled to fay, that it is a work of theological 
labour not often paralleled, and an ample ftore-houfe 
of oblervations to exercife not only the ftudent, but 
the adept in divinity. If we do not always implicitly 
coincide with the author in opinion (which, in fuch 
various matter, cannot reafonably be expetted), we 
can always. praife his diligence, his learning, and his 
piety ; qualities which confer no trifling rank on an 
{criptural interpreter, or commentator. The Scholar 
armed contains fome tratts, which, as long as true 
Chriftianity fhall fubfift, muft be held in high efteem, 
and to which we truft the account we have laid before 
our readers will attraét the public attention. From a 
Bifhop of acknowledged learning and abilities, the 
hoftile attack of Paine upon Chriftianity, has called 
forth a moft judicious and conclufive Apologyt ; in 
the excellence of which we almoft lofe our regret at 
the coarfe obloquy and ridicule with which the dema- 
gogue had endeavoured to overwhelm the objeét of 
his fear and hatred. After this, we have no appre- 
henfion but for thofe who are incapable of diftin- 
guifhing obloquy and ridicule from argument; but 
thefe unfortunately compofe a very numerous clafs, 
always prepared to be the prey of any Paine, or any 
pretender, in religion or in politics. Among contro- 
verfial divinity, a confpicuous place is due to the vo- 


lumes of Dr. Famicfon on the Deity of Chrift§ ; in 
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which the author very powerfully combats and éxs 
pofes the mifreprefentations of Dr. Prieflley in his 
Hiltory of Early Opinions. Mr. Weflon’s ConjeTures 
and Comments on the New and Old Teftament*, are 

the memorandums of a polite and intelligent fcholar, 
and though they are not all important enough to de- 
mand publication, there are few among them that can 
fairly be faid not to deferve it. The ZIntroduéfion to 

the Principles of natural and revealed Religiont, which 
Mr. Plumptre has compofed chiefly from the learned 
work of Dr. Jenkin, 15, like his forme r publication on 
the Hiftory of religious Knowledget, a moft inftruc- 
tive and pleafing manual, for (uch readers as require 
initiation tn theological ftudies: and we truft that the 
fame zeal and intelligence which have incited and 
enabled him to make thefe prefents to the Chriftian 
world, wall give birth to other effays of a like bene- 
ficial nature. Such a friend to Chiifti lanity, when its 
enemies are fo numerous and active, cannot be too 
much encouraged or employed. Of a fimilar kind, 
but rather too fimilar to be attributed to the {ame au- 
thor, isan Effay on the Necejfity of revealed Religions, 

which, in a {till narrower compafs, conveys the fame 
fpecies of information as may be found in the books of 
Jenkin and Plumptre. A particular, doétrine, which 
has been, among others, the object of attack from Dre 
Prieftley, the dottrine of Atonement, is ably expound- 
edand defended in the volume of Bampton Leétures, 
which Mr. Veyfel] publifhed, in compliance with the 
rules of that inftitution. Three volumes of mifcel- 
Janeous Sermons, the pofthumous work of Dr. Carr, 
re€tor of St. Andrew Undertfhaft, form a valuable ac- 
ceffion to that extenfive clafs of theological produc- 
tions; nor can the fingle volume, publifhed by the 
Warden of Winchefter**, failto be received in a mane 
ner fuitable to the well-known talents of the author. 


* No, V. p. 53% . met ~p-9. +t See Brit, Crit. Vol. V» 
p- 76. § Nie V. hot IV. p. 394+ gq No. Il 
P- 124. *® De. Hancngion o. IIL, p. 293 
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Of fingle fermons thére are always more than we 
can conveniently notice or recapitulate, but amon 
thefe we think it juft to point out to obfervation Dr. 
Layard’s preached at St. Paul’s*; Dean Berseley’s on 
Epifcopacyt; that of the Biop of Chefler, on the 
eternal Generationt; Dr. Croft’s on MethodiftsS ; 
and Mr. Fones’s on Imagination]. Bifhop Skinner’s 
two Difcourfesf[, on the prefence of Chrift in places 
of Chriftian worfhip, do honour toa fociety long loft 
in unjult obfcurity, the Epifcopal Church of Scot- 
land: and with this concife enumeration, we fhall al- 
low ourfelves to conclude this part of our account. 


Metapuysicss 


So neceffary are found Metaphyfics to the accom- 
plifhment of the able divine, and fo feldom does the 
metaphyfician abftain entirely from the province of 
the fpeculative theologian, that we fhall fubjoin this 
clafs to that with which we have commenced our fur- 
vey. That hardy veteran in this field, Lord Monbod- 
do, continues his great work, full of learning, inge- 
nuity, and paradoxes, entitled Ancient Metaphyfics**. 
The fourth volume fell under our notice, and others 
are promifed, the appearance of which, confidering 
the age and infirmities of the author, may with too 
mich reafon be doubted. 

In a work entitled Jntellefual Phyficstt, we found 
an able, though anonymous writer, but one profeffedly 
retired from an aétive life to meditation and ftudy, 
endeavouring to clear up the difficult queftions of 
the nature of Being, the fentient principle, and its 
connection with material objeéts, felf-a@tivity, loca- 
lity, &c. on all of which he certainly diffufes fome 
light ; evincing a mind poffeffed at once of acutenefs 


* No. Il. p. 196. + No. IL. p. 199.  t No. LJ. p. 317. 
§ No. 1V. p. 431, | No. V. p. 546. Zi No, V. . Peas 
#* No. Ip. a1 tt No. V. p. site 
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and ftrength. The Pofthumous E/fays of the celebrated 
Dr. Adam Smith*, though imperfeét, and having appa- 
rent reference to fome fyftem not completed by the 
author, are elegantly written, and, in moft refpeéts, 
worthy of his reputation. The memoirs alfo by’ 
which they are accompanied, though they by no 
means exhauft the fubject, are acceptable, of courfe, 
till others more complete can be fupplied. We have 
reafon to believe that a perfon very high in office in 
this country, could have contributed materially to 
the perfettion of this part of the work. 


HisTory. 


The firft volume of Mr. Maurice’s laborious and 
very important ancient Hiftory of Hindoftan having 
lately been delivered to his fub{cribers, we gave to 
it, in two numbers f, a full and careful confideration. 
We fee with pleafure that the {pirit of the author 
does not flag under the extraordinary difficulties to 
which he is expofed by the want of proper fands for 
carrying on a work of fuch extent, which demands 
the illuftration of plates; and, though this age, what- 
ever clfe it may be called, is certainly not the age of 
patrons, we truft that Providence will in fome ‘way 
beftow the means of completing a defign in which 
religion is fo nearly concerned. The great difcovery 
and the proof, that the remote periods of Indian 
chronology, which infidels have been fo eager: to 
oppofe to the Mofaic hiftory, are merely fabulous, 
and a fable which may be: traced to its origin and 
defign, cannot, we are willing to hope, even in this 
age, be fuffered to remain imperfect, from want of 
liberality in thofe who fhould be the fupporters both 
of letters and religion. The work is written with 
elegance and vigour, and the ingenious author draws 
his proofs from all the ftores of oriental learning. 


* No. VI. p. 665, + No. IV. p. 367. and VI, p, 618. 
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Of Mr. Wraxall’s Hiflory of France, our account was 
begun fome time ago *, and would ere now have been 
completed, in a third article upon the fubyeét, but for 
the-fevere illne{s of the perfon principaily employed 
in drawing it up, We have found reafon to com= 
mend it, but fhall referve our final opinion to our 
next preface. A brief Hiflory of Poland, the pro- 
du@ion of an anonymous author, fell under our no- 
tice in May laft +, and deferved fome praife for the 
execution. Such accounts, drawn up tor temporary 
purpofes, whenever a particular country becomes an 
objet of public attention, feldom are fo fit to take 
their place upon the fhelves of hiftory. The Selcélzo’ 


from the Scmmers Collection of Traést, will be found 


a book of utility and amufement to the ftudent of 
Englith hiftory ; whofe tafte will, at leafl, be gratified 
by orderly arrangement, if his appetite fhould be 
only flimulated by poffeffing fo fmall a portion of the 
whole. M. / eltier continues to give us the events of 
Lari §, as they arife, well felected from the original 
publications, Another foreigner has fucceeded in 
arranging the events of ancient hiftory, in chronolo- 
gical order, by a method of his own: and the Charé 
of the Abbé Bertin||, will probably be a conftant auxi. 
liary to the itudies of the rifling generation, 


BIoGRAPHY, 


In this clafs of more detajled hiftory we have, at 
prefent, more articles than ufual to enumerate; and, 
without weighing the comparative importance of the 
lives, or fuccefs of the writers, we fhall take them as 
they occur in the order of our numbers. To the 
feveral accounts of our great Fohnfon, Dr. Anderfon™, 
on the oc¢afion of publifhing the Englifh poets col- 


* No. IV. p. 341. No. V. p. 531 + No. IV. p 
. : - IV. p. 3906 
t No. IIL. p. 326, No. l. p. 93. No. 1V. p. 45 
% No. 1. p, 24, ’ Nee org Peet 
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je@ively, has lately added one which does juftice. to 
the fubject, and credit to the writer. This was thought 
by the publifhers of (ufficient magnitude and impor- 
tance to appear in a feparate form; but it may be 
obierved here, that many more of the lives, fupplied by 
the fame author, are allo deferving of attention. Dus 
mouriez’s account of his own Life*, full of the vamity 
of that lively and once formidable Frenchman, is in 
general amufing, and contains fome fcenes which, if 
the facts can be relied on, are in no fmall degree cu- 
re and interefting. The Life of Dr. Horne, by 
. Jonest, is rather a hittory of the ftudies and 
Ss of the bifhop, than of the tranfactions and 
occurrences in which he was concerned, or the fitua- 
tions to which he was advanced. Even the dates of 
his feveral promotions are omitted, and the author 
refers for fuch particulars to Todd’s Lives of the 
Deans of Canterbury. Yet the book is written with 
the charatteriltic {pirit of its author, and the appen~ 
dix contains feveral valuable proofs of the piety and 
fagacity of the bifhop. But in the ciafs of lives the 
literary world has not, for a long period, feen any 
thing of {uch intereft and extent as that of Lorenzo de’ 
Medici, by Mr. Rofcoe of Liverpoolf ‘fhe man, 
and the period in which he lived, are both calculated 
to excite a liberal curiofity ; and in what manner it 
has been gratified by the prefent author, we fhall 
exprefs more particularly when our critique hall have 
been concluded. As a kind of fupplement to his 
general hiftory of mufic, Dr. Burney has given his 
Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Metaflafi o§; and, 
as every thlng relative to that: worthy man and con~ 
{fpicuous ornament of the prefent century, muft be 
interefting, and the nature of his principal compofi- 
tions connect him fo clofely with mufic, no better 
vehicle for {uch fupplemental information could have 


* No. ll. p.tso, + No, Ul. po 257. - ¢ No. VI. p. 82 
§ No, VL. p. 656 ged 58 
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been found. In compiling his work, the partiality 
of the biographer to his fubjeét has, perhaps, induced 
him to make his extraéts from the letters of Metaftafio 
rather too copious; but, in all other refpects, the 
condu& of the work is fuch as the occafion required, 
and the expettation of the intelligent reader would 
demand. The Life of Milton, by Mr. Hayley, is* a 
republication of the life prefixed to Boydell’s edition 
of his poems, with a new dedication to Dr. Warton, 
and fome few other additions.. Two fhort fketches 
of lives in French, deferve allo to be mentioned here, 


“Thefe are the Life of the late Dutche/s of Polignac, b 


the fifter of the duket; and that of the Abbé Barthe. 
lemy, written by the Duke of Nivernoist; the for- 
mer important, as connected intimately with the hifs 
tory and character of the perfecuted and unfortunate 
Antoinette of France;. and the latter, as giving an 
authentic account of a man of high eminence in lite- 
rature. In fome refpeéts allied to biography is La. 
water's fecret Faurnal of a Self-Objerver§ ; an eccentric 
work, but containing many traits iluftrative of the 
hiftory of human nature, and fome curious particus 
lars refpecting an author, the fingularity of whofe 
works has made him-an object of much public nos 
tice. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


Nothing can more properly take the lead in this 
department than the volume publifhed by the learned 
Society of Antiquaries ||. This volume is the eleventh, 
which, if it be not fo replete with important matter, 
as {ome of the former may have been, contains enough 
to jultify its publication and preferve the credit-of the 
work. The fifth number of M:fcellaneous Antiqui- 


ties L owes its importance to the efforts of Afr. Denne, 


* No. VI. p. 642. + No. Il. p.325. t No. IV. p. ae, 
& No. IV. p. 421. | No. il. p. 56. Iil..231, No. ty. 
P+ 599- 
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who, though he has faid fome things haftily, ‘has.in- 
veftigated others with fuccefs. Of a fimilar charatter 
is Mr. Newcome’s Hiftory of the Abbey of St. Alban*. 
The author, on enquiry, we find not to be a young 
man; and we truft he will pardon a conjecture, which 
at lealt will prove to him that no perfonal motives 
could lead us either to cenfure or commend his pers 
formance, : 


TopocRAPHY. 


The magnitude of the fcale, on which Mr, Nie 
chols’s topographical. Hiftory and Antiquities of Leice/- 
terfhiret is planned, muft aftonifh thofe who have 
not confidered how many objetts fuch a work may 
properly embrace. A county hiftory, however, in 
which fo many of thefe objeéts are included, fo few 
omitted, and all particulars fo diligently elucidated, 
is anew phenomenon in this branch of literature; 
and, we doubt not, that when the whole fhall be come 
pleted, it will be confidered as forming an indifpen- 
fable part of every confiderable library. Whether 
future inveftigators in the fame line will have {pirit 
and perfeverance to follow the example thus fet, is a 

roblem which time only can refolve. No fmall 
ihare of thefe neceflary qualities has, however, been 
evinced in the conduét of a contemporary work, the 
Defcription of the Country from thirty to forty Miles round 
Manchefter{. Here we find Mr. Stockdale, the pub- 
lifher, amafling materials and direéting his favourite 
projeét, at the enormous expence of between three and 
four thoufand pounds’; and Dr. Aikin, giving form 
and confiftency to the whole, and producing from it a 
well conneéted and elegant work. It fhould feem 
that literature is not neglected by her natural allies, 
when we confider that of thefe two great and expen- 
five publications, the one is altogether compiled and 


* No. IV. p. 440. V. 507. + Nov IL. p.s01. Ill. 2616 
} No. V. p. 461. VI. 592. . ’ 
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written by a printer, the other projected and com- 
pleted by the fpirit of a bookfeller. The account of 
a {mall town, comprifed in a fix fhilling ottavo, fhrinks 
into nothing by the fide of thefe vaft works, yet fhould 
Mr. Price’s Hiflory of Leominjler * be mentioned, as 

ffefling merits of a fimilar kind, though in a hum- 
bler form and inferior degree. : 


TRAVELS. 


Travellers continue to affert their privilege of 
telling their tales in their own way, “ of hair-breadth 
feapes,”” &c. and the public feems very indulgently 
difpofed to give them audience. Captain Taylor*, 
however, the firft traveller whom we noticed in this 
volume, inftead of attempting to make the countries 
through which he has pafled 


Live in defcription, and look green in prof, 


contents himfelf with the humbler office of af- 
certaining the moft convenient routes, and marking ~ 
ftages, and diftances. His main objeét, of facilitating 
the communication with India over land, is certainly 
of national importance ; and we truft that fo much of 
his plan as may appear conducive to public benefit, 
will be, or perhaps has been, adopted by authority. 
The anonymous Letters from Scandinavia f{ proceed 
from a lively, rather than a profound, traveller; and 
the Gleanings of Mr, Pratt§, though entertaining, are 
marked with all the well-known peculiarities of the 
gleaner. The Travels of Mr. Owen|| are written in a 
more claffical ftyle, but, as we obferved in {peaking of 
them, are rather ingenious eflays compofed on the 
fubject of the places he chanced to vifit, than either a 
narrative of events, or an exact defcription of objeéis. 
Mrs. lFoliflonecraft, with much inflated affeétation 
of fine writing, and much idle pretence to philofophy, 


* No. VI. p. 695. + On Communication with India. No. ll, 
p- 136. J No, lV. p, 381. § No. V, p. 487- |] No. V. p. 540. 
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has mixed in her Letters from \Sweden*, many parti- 
culars that are agreeable and fome that are interetting. 
Had fhe been fortunate enough to efcape the philo- 
fophical intection, ihe might have been a good wri- 
ter, as well as a more uleful member of fociety; 
but there is as much bad tafte as bad morality, in the 
philofophy of French Deifts, by which her mind has 
been perverted. The travels of this lady bring us, 
by a very natural tranfition, to 


Po.trTics. 


Here, as ufual, we have had no fmall fupply of publi- 
cations, but more perhaps than ordinary which deferve 
recapitulation, The politicol work of the greateft 
extent and importance, which we have lately feen, is 
Mr. Plowden’s Church and State, our remarks on which 
commenced ina former volumet. This book though, 
according to our opinions, not entirely unexception- 
able, contains the refult of much reading, much 
thought, and contiderable fagacity: nor can it fail to 
be confulted by any perfons who fhall hereafter un- 
dertake to treat the fubjeéts there inveftigated. An 
anonymous book, entitled Philofophical Sketches of the 
Principles of Society and Government {, detained our at- 
tention, in the enfuing month, far beyond the pro- 
portion of its bulk. Seldom, very feldom, have we 
feen fo much originality of thought. united with fo 
much foundnefs of judgment; and our hope is, that 
the author, at whom we now guefs, though we did 
not when we reviewed his book, will be encouraged 
to avow his name, and continue his lucubrations, 
M. Mercier’s Fragments of Politics and Hiftory§, which 
fome perfon has thought it worth while to tranflate, 
contain a mixture of ingenious, acute, and bold ob- 
fervations, not all of which are found, but all deli- 


* No. VI, p. 602. + Vol. VI. p. 595 Of ,this Vol. No. II. 
+ Pe 55> 
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vered with the eafe and eloquence charatteriftic of 
him, and of his countrymen in general. The re. 
maining works in this clafs, though they do not rife 
above the dignity of pamphlets, have, many: of them, 
a juit claim to diftinétion.: Foremoft in this line 
ftand the Confiderations upon the State of public: Affairs 
at the beginning of the Year 1796 *, a tra&t which, with 
an eloquence by nomeans common, and a per{picacity 
that is {till lefs fo, pierces the gloom which involves the 
solitical h emifphere ; ; and reafons on caufes and proba- 
ble effects, in a way which, if it fhould not prove in- 
fallible, muft ever be efteemed judicious. Of Mr. 


* Burke's Pamphlet t, or the anfwerers of it, there can 


be little occafion to fpeak. The merits and defeéts 
of the former muft be obvious to every reader; and, 
though they gave occafion tq the others, will not pre. 
ferve th rem from afpeedy oblivion. MM, Calonnet and 
M, d’ Ivernois§, both writing with great ability on 
the fubje&t of I rench finance, have had the topic of 
their difpute cut from beneath their feet by the fword 
of conquelt, which, by bringing in contributions of 
a different kind, has baffled all their modes of calcu- 
lation. Mr. Macdonald, writing on the private vir. 
tues which conduce to public happinefs, or, as he has 
entitled his pamphlet, Zhoughts on the pub blic Duties of 
private Life ||, merited our approbation, and the re- 
petition of it. The Thoughts on the Englifh Government], 

attributed to Mr. Reeves, though very generally 
deemed exceptionable in one or two paflages, con- 
tained many found, and many ingenious and-ufe- 

ful remarks, They were defended in two very able 
tra¢ts; one anonymous, and entitled A Vindication 
of the Privilege of the People, &c.**, and the ather by 
the Rev. J Brand, 4 Defence of the Pamphlet atir:~ 
buted to F. Reeves, Eq. tt &c. and thus this conteft, 

which ae tical differences blew intoa flame, may be 


* No. HI. p. 28, + No. Til. p.2g9. 4-No. IV. p. 434. 

§ No. IV. p. 435. |} Ne. Il. p. 204. 4 No. 1. p. 83. 
"® No. LV. p. 439. 3t No IV. p. 440. 
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of | fuffered to fleep, with the additional fan&tion of a 

% jury in behalf of the real or fuppofed author. Mr, 

le Morgan* and Mr. Vanfittertt, ftand in our pages like . 
bane and antidote, 

> 

e This in a moment brings us to our end, 


But this informs us we fhall never die, 


rs 

h at leaft not by the death which the other prediés: 
Vv | let thofe who are qualified judge between them. Some 
e good obfervations were to be found in a traét, en- 
- titled A Warning Voice to the People of Englandt, on 
- the two bills; and another anonymous writer, who 
' ftyled himfelf, 4 near Obferver§, proved that he was 
n not deftitute of talents for obfervation, The “Suffolk 
* a Freeholder addreffes A fecond Letter to Mr. Sheridan", 
, with an acutenefs which we had commended in the 
- firft; but which, perhaps, is counterbalanced by the 
d fpirit evinced on the other fide, in 4 Whig’s Apology 
n for his Confifency||: a tract that, at leaft, deferves con~ 
f fideration ; and, ifit fhould tend at all to moderate the 
d violence of parties, by fhowing what a Whig may. 
f mean who oppoles the prefent war, muft be. deemed 


ufeful. Our old acquaintance, Peter Porcupine, 
of Philadelphia, diverted us extremely by his very 
witty Bone to Chaw for the Democrats**, and we ene 
deavoured to communicate the amufement to our 
readers; but we are forry to find that this pamphlet 
{till continues to exift only on American paper, and 


ios, «4 J 


a 

y confequently is not ealy to be had at all in England, 
- Po.iItTIcaL Ciconomy,, 

= 

2 To thofe who are ftudious of that very important 
y point, the comfort and advantage of the induftrious 


poor, we cannot in jultice omit to recommend the 
very able book of Mr. Davies, of Barkham, entitled 


*In his Fa&s, * ‘No. IV. p P+ 437. + Ibid, t No. I. P- — 

: : No. If. p. 203. < No. 1V. Pr» 442 No. LI, p. 323s 
®* No. Ll, p. 241. 
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The Cafe of Labourers in Hufbandry flated*. A {mall 
tract, On the Propriety of eftablifhing Schools for Spin- 
singt, is allo connetted with another branch of the 
fame fubjett, and may afford feveral ufeful hints, 
The Revenues of the Church, an important part of poli- 
tical eeconomy, are difcuffed with vigour and faga- 
city, in an Effay, to which we gave rather an ex- 
tended confideration t=: and The Police of the Ae- 
tropolis, forms the fubject of a book by a fagacious 


‘ and ative magiltrate §, which, if attended to as it 


appears to deferve, will probably lead the way to 
fome regulations of the utmoft advantage to the 
public. 


Law. 


On this topic we have at prefent but little to re. 
port. Mr. Serj. Runnington’s book on Lje&ment||, and 
Mr. Anfruther’s Reports, deferve to be well received 
by the profeflion. Mr. Chriftian’s edition of Black- 
flone’s Commentaries**, notwithftanding the incongruity 
of adorning it with cuts, is well edited and annotated. 
They who poflefs cither Burn’ st¥ or Williams’ sFufticet tf, 
will doubtlefs think it neceffary to take the Appendix 
to the one, or the Continuation of the other, to ren- 
der the works complete. Law books are ufually in a 
regular courfe of progreffion ; asnew laws are framed, 
they muft keep pace with the improvements. 


NaturAL Puitosopnuy. 


The Philofophical Tranfadions of the Royal Society 
of London, always deferve the attention of the pub- 
lic. In our prefent volume, an account is given of 
the firft part of the publication, for the year 17953. 


* No. II. Pe 130. ¢ No. VI. p. 694. t No. V. p. 494. 
& Mr. Celguboun, No. VI. p.637. =] No. I. p.23. @ No. I. 
p- 202, ** No, Il, p. 201 ++ No. VI. p.678, tt Ibid, 
$) No. I. je 29. 
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Bent’s Fournal of Meteorology * may be confidered as a 
companion to that, and other works containing obfer- 
vations. Dr. Hution’s Differtation on Light, &c.t will 
probably be thought deferving of examination by the 
{tudious in thefe branches of learning, though after 
the futility we have difcovered in his fyftem, we can 
by no means recommend it as a book of found phi- 
lofophy. Of Botanical books we have noticed only 
the Supplement to Dr. Woodville’s Medical BotanyT ; 
but the union of a material branch of that ftudy with 
chemiftry, may be feen molt happily illuftrated in the 
Treatife of Lord Dundonald§. The Natural Hiflory 
of this kingdom receives an agreeable illuitra- 
tion from Mr. Donovan’s elegant account of Bri. 
tie Birds||; which to prints, drawn and coloured with 
a confiderable degree of neatnefs and accuracy, 
adds fhort and charaéteriftic defcriptions of each bird. 
The natural hiftory of the horfe, in a part particu. 
larly effential to praétical ufe, is very capitally illuf- 
trated in a work of uncommon fplendor, publifhed 
by Mr. Freeman, and entitled Cbfervations on the Me- 
chanifm of the Horfe’s Footq]. This is a book which, 
in point of expence, none but a man of, fortune 
could venture to undertake, and which few men of 
fortune could have executed with the minutenefs 
and accuracy of knowledge which is there difplayed. 


Mepicine, &c. 


In the medical department, if we have few works of 
great extent to record, there are fome which, from 
their fubjeéts, bear a value very difproportionate to 
their magnitude. Of this kind is the traét of Dr. 
Carmichael Smyth on the Fail Diftemper**. In this a 
difcovery was announced, which has fince been fur- 


_* No. IE. p.2rr. + No. IV. p. 351. No. I. p. 
§ No. Ill. p. 288. | No, Il, p. 279. 2 No. IV, ih 
** No. JI, p. 124. 
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ther purfued, and promifes to be of great importance: 
that fumigating with the marine acid is highly effica- 
cious, in deftroying the miafmata of putrid infeétion. | 
In the fame number we noticed a medical work, bya 
clergyman, on a‘benevolent plan, and fo executed as | 
to be likely to anfwer the end propofed. ‘ It is enti- | 
tled 4 Guide to Health, and is the work of the Rev. Yo- 
Seph Townfend*, who publifhed, fome time ago, an ap- | 
proved account of a journey in Spain. Of this 
book the intention is, among other things, to be an 
aid to clergymen, whofe inclination to be ufeful to 
their poor parifhioners, in time of ficknefs, has fome..| 
times gone beyond their knowledge’; and to private 
families, where proper medical affiftance cannot eafily 
be procured. A practitioner of the name of David- 
fon, writing on the pulmonary Syftemt, throws out an 
idea which, at leaft, deferves attention; namely, that 
the diminution of the quantity of liquid taken by pa-~ 
tients affli€ed with the hemorrhage in the lungs, or 
other difeafes of that organ, is very effential to their 
recovery. Dr. George Fordyce has continued his very 
fcientific enquiry into the nature of fever, by a fecond 
Differtationt, in which he particularly treats of the re- 
gulartertian intermittent. The perfevering attention 
of a man fo well known for acutenefs, and extent of 
practical knowledge, cannot fail tothrow great light 
on the important fubjeét of fever. The Medical Com-« 
mentaries of Dr. Duncan\ have now received their 
completion at the tenth decade, Vol. II. But from 
their afhes a new Pheenix is to arife, under the-tithe of 
Medical Annals, in wag the Doftor hopes for the af- 
fiftance of his fon. Surgery. On the fubje& of Stric- 
tures, the Pradical Objere ittons of Mr. Homel| appear 
to have thrown a light of great value, by illuftrating, 

confirming, and Improving the praétice of the late 
Mr. Hunter, in the treatment of thofe obftinate coms 
plaints. 


* No. Il. p. 184. + No. Il. p. 252. 
§ No. VI. p. 644.  j No. IV. fon kah 


t No. V. p. 521. 
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Poetry, 





We fhall not long be detained by the remarks which 
this divifion of our preface will demand. We no- 


Po ticed, in our firft number, though ftill fomewhat tardi- 
fig ly, a volume of Mifcellaneous Poetry,-in Englifh end 
Latin, by Mr. Reeve*: and we allowed to both parts 
| confiderable merit. Mr, William Afhburnham's Elegiac 
°- | Sonnetst, and other poems, may be read with pleafure. 
P= © Inthe Fore# Walks, by Mr. Grfbornet, we found ours 
re felves obliged to commend the moralift ratherthan the 


poet. The very refpectable author appearstohaveatafte 


on for poetry, but not a decided genius, nor a very accu» 
ay rate ear. Of Mifs Seward’s Poems§, through indul- 
gence to a female writer, we faid at firft rather more 
rd than they deferved, we may therefore fay the lefs at 
z prefent: they have fome merits, but more faults. 
‘2 The Political Dramati/ftl|, the produ€tion, in-our. opie 
CF snion, of the unknown author of the Purfuits of Li- 
‘~ | terature, has the general charaéteriftics of that inde- 
* fatigable fatirift: poetical fpirit and claffical know- 
"4 ledge, without fcrupulous corre@&tnefs, or the exaét 


/ difcrimination when to quit a topic he has taken, 
The ¢legant tribute to royal genius, paid by Sir F. &. 
" Burges, in his poem on the Birth and Fr ogeeh of Love, 
. has had the ufuak effe& of fuch exertions; that of 
f drawing the attacks of Envy upon its author: we fee 
‘ no reafon, however, to fretraét a titde of our praife. 
. Ina fatire of a very peculiar kind, entitled ‘he S¢a- 
fick Minftrel**, Mr. Trefham has evinced that he can 
, wield the pen of Poetry as well as the pencil of the 
fifter-art: and if he will condefcend to profit by the 
hints which we threw out, we doubt not he will acquire 
{till greater commendation, The Mufa Eionenfestt af- 
forded a pleafing proof of the fuccefsful attention 
paid to claflical compofition in that famous feminary. 
In the dramatic line we do not recolleé& any thing that 


* No. I, p. 19. + No. IE. p. 193. t No. if. p. 252. | 
$ No. IV. p. 404 | No. IV. P: 427s i No. V. p. 475. 
** No. VI. p. 59%. tt No. VI, p. 625, 
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deferves recapitulation, except a tranflation of Schil. 
ler’s Cabal and Love*, and of that unfortunately the 
German Mules, not the Britifh, muft have the praife. 
Our own theatre is certainly in the loweft ftate for ori. 
ginal compofition that it ever experienced. 


NoveELs. 


A few, and but a few novels, that deferve to be ex- 
empted from the general fate, have lately met our eye. 
Of thefe, the firft that occurs in this volume is Montal- 
bert, by Mrs. C. Smitht ; a novel which, though it 
cannot rank with the firft in that clafs of compofition, 
is certainly above mediocrity. A lower praife mutt 
not be given to Mrs. Inchbadd’s Nature and Arit, in 
which, if that amiable writer had not met with fome 
defigning perfons, who inftilled unjuft prejudices into 
her mind, there would be nothing that could merit 
cenfure. A writer who, in one form or another, fre- 
guently appears before the public{, has given us a no- 
vel, called Angelina, which is entertaining, though not 
faultiefs; and will be read with pleafure, though it 
might have been written with more {kill. Herm. 
/prong|| alfo has merits and faults fufhicient to attract 
attention, and thereby will probably efcape the wortt 
Jot that can befal a work of genius, oblivion, 


RepusrisneD Portry. 


For perfons who have eyes adapted to the ufe of a 
very {mall print, Dr. Anderfon’s colleétive edition of 
the Briti/e Poets, will be found a very cheap and con. 
yenient publication. Beginning earlier, and conti- 
nued later than the edition of Johnfon, it comprifes a 
much larger lift of writers; and the biographical no- 
tices prefixed to each are fufficient for general in- 
formation, and drawn up with judgment. Of the Para- 
dife Regained, a kind of Variorum edition has been pub- 


* No. I. p. 314. + No. Il. p.12z7. ft No. III. p. 261. 
§ Mrs. Robinfon. No. IV. p. 429. | Now lV. p. 430 
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lifhed by the Rev. Mr. Dunfter*; and whether it produ 
ces the effe& defired by him or not, that of making the 
poem more generally read, will always be honourable 
to him as an‘editor. Dr. Atkin has given an elegant 
{mall edition of the Spleen, and other poems by Mats 
thew Green*, and has prefixed a judicious effay. The 
Reliques of ancient Englifh Poetry, by Dr. Percy, Bifhop 
of Dromore}, that eftablifhed favourite with all admi- 
rers of our native Mufes, has attained a fourth edition, 
under the care of his nephew, the Aev. Thomas Percy ; 
and the differtations in it have received confiderable 
augmentation. 
Epirrons oF CLassics. 

From the Clarendon prefs at Oxford 1s iffuing, at 
prefent, a moft ay enue work, an edition of Plutarch, 
with the notes and apparatus of Profe/for Wyttenbach, 
of Amfterdam\ ; a man whofe life has been in great 
meafure devoted to the ftudy of this author, and the 
preparation of his edition, Two volumes in quarto, 
correfponding with four in o€tavo iffued at the fame 
time, have already appeared, and we have reafon to 
believe that the work is proceeding with due fpirit. 
The editor begins with the moral or. mifcellaneous 
works of the author. A neat edition of Bion and 
Mofchu:, by Mr. G. Wakefield||, is creditable to his edi- 
torial talents; and muft conclude our prefent account 
of claffical works. 


MIsceLLanies. 

Under this head we muft neceffarily place the 
Tranfaétions of the Royal Irifh Academy%, as they con- 
tain not only Philofophy, but Belles Lettres An- 
tiquities, Metaphyfics, &c. The publication is cer- 
tainly creditable to the inftitution. A book, entitled 
Varieties of Literature**, with feveral things that ought 
to have been omitted, contains alfo fevera]l that de- 
ferved to be colle&ed, and may, on the whole, be 
praifed with fome exception, and recommended with 


* No. V. p. 504. + No. II. R 94: t No. IIT. p. 301. § No. I, 
0.1. p 


P. 59. ents p- 469. @ . 186, and No. LV. p. 385. 
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fome caution. Mr. Repton’s Sketches and Hints om 
Land{cape Gardeningt, would, if any additional re. 
commendation were wanting, eftablifly his credit in 
the profeffion which he has affumed, and to which he 
bas given.a name. The death-blow to a daring, and 
very ill-condu&ed impofition, was given by Mr. Ma- 
donet, in bis Inquiry into the authentrc ity of certain Pam 
pers, &c. nor can any thing be obje/Red to his book, 
except perhapsa féw redundancies. A very refpectable 
work on Perfian Literature, by Mr, Ouje/y, under the 
title of Perfian Mifcellanies\, ftood inthe front of our 
volume ; though relerved, by its nature, nearly to the 
clofe of our recapitulation, The look contains many 
valuable particulars, and is intended as preparatory to 
another publication of a kindred nature. Heraldry 
has been obliged to Mr. Bryd/oz for a moft claffical 
and elegant account of its origin and progrefs, entitled 
a fummary View of Herelttthe im perufing which, the 
reader not partial to thofe ftudies will frequently be 
inclined to wonder, that fo much liberal amufement 
can be furnifhed by fuch a fubje&. Mr. Mafon’s 
Letters on Church Mufic], exhibit a writer of great ta- 
lents exercifing his powers upon a fubjeé which he 
has carefully ftudied, and, notwithftlanding a few pe- 
culiarities, in which he will not perhaps find many fol. 
lowers, his bopk is fuch as the circumftances above. 
{tated would lead us to expeét. The Repertory of Arts 
and Sciences**, in its fecond and third volumes, continues 
to give a very fatisfactory report of what is moft va- 
luable in the inventions andimprovements of the day; 
and certainly defervesthe patronage of all whofe cu- 
riofity is directed to thofle objects. Such is the 
amount of our prefent recital, which, we truft, 
will not be found lefs creditable to Britith Literature 
than thofe by which it has been preceded. 


+ No.I.p.64. $No. VI.p.630. §No.f. p.1, |] No. IIT. 
p.247- & No. Ill. p.271. = ** No.1. p. 93. 
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